The Mink is off to another trip to New York to attend the NFL draft with cousin Obey.  We annually match wits with the best NFL draft experts including Mel Kiper, Mike Mayock and Todd McShay.  Unfortunately, we do not get paid for it, but we have a pretty good track record of picking the results.  
 

This years draft is a very interesting draft based on the fact they have changed the format.  The first round will occur on Thursday April, 22nd followed by the second and third rounds on Friday and rounds 4-7 on Saturday.  As a result, we expect a lot more trades this year particularly in day 2 and day 3 of the draft.

We could have a lot of movement in the first 10 picks because teams in the top 10 do not want to be there (due to the high salary demands of top 10 picks) and there is some interest in several players, most notably, the top quarterback and the two top defensive tackles.  The first 5 picks of the draft are much more predictable than the next 5 picks.  After the top five picks, the next 5 teams become more predictable based on who falls and who doesn’t.  The strengths of the 2006 draft include:

 

1) Offensive Line (Guard and Tackle) – This is a very strong class of Offensive Lineman.  There could be as many as 8-9 Offensive Lineman chosen in the first round.  This year’s class is led by Russell Okung of Oklahoma State, Brian Bulaga of Iowa and Trent Williams of Oklahoma.  Okung is the best left tackle in the draft and will be a Pro Bowler for the next 10 years.  Bulaga has tremendous technique and was well coached at Iowa – he has a bit of a mean streak that you like to see in a franchise left tackle.  The next best tackle is Trent Williams of Oklahoma.  Williams is a very athletic left tackle – very strong and agile for a left tackle.  Other offensive linemen that could go in the first round include:  Bruce Campbell OT Maryland, Mike Iupati G Idaho, Anthony Davis OT Rutgers, Charles Brown OT USC, Rodger Saffold, OT, Indiana and Maurkice Pouncey C Florida.  You can also get good value in rounds 2 and 3 if you are looking for a tackle.

2) Defensive Back (Safety/Cornerback) – There is three blue chip prospects in this year’s draft class at the safety position – Eric Berry, Tennessee, Earl Thomas, Texas and Taylor Mays, USC.  This is the strongest safety class in years particularly in terms of first round talent. However, you can still get great value at the safety position in rounds 2 and 3.  We really like Earl Thomas – great range, athleticism, instincts and toughness.  He will be a Pro Bowl safety in the NFL.

In terms of the cornerback position, this is an extremely deep draft class and you can get value at this position in rounds 1-3.  The head of the class is Joe Haden out of Florida.  Haden had a poor 40 time at the combine, which may affect his draft stock, however, his play on the field speaks for itself.  A couple of years ago, there were some draft analysts that had five or six wide receivers going in the first round. It was a deep draft class, so deep that teams with wide receiver needs passed on the position and opened a floodgate of picks in the second round. I get the sneaking hunch that the same will happen to cornerback this year. Other cornerbacks projected to go in the first round include:  Patrick Robinson of Florida State, Devin McCourty of Rutgers and Kyle Wilson of Boise State.   You will also be able to get great value in rounds 2 and 3 of the draft including talents such as Kareem Jackson of Alabama.  This class does not possess a lot of blue chip talent but it is very deep.
3)  Defensive Tackle - There are two blue chip prospects in this year’s draft class – Ndamukong Suh of Nebraska and Gerald McCoy of Oklahoma.  Suh is the best defensive tackle prospect we have seen in the draft since Kevin Williams was selected by the Vikings out of Oklahoma State.  He is a tremendous defensive tackle that will be a Pro Bowler in the NFL for many years – we hope Detroit reverts back to the Matt Millen philosophy and does not select him.  We could see as many as 4-5 defensive tackles taken in the first round.  However, after the first 4-5 defensive tackles are selected there is a significant drop in talent.  You will not be able to get as much value in rounds 2 and 3.  Other defensive tackles projected to go in the first round include:  Dan Williams of Tennessee and  Brian Price of UCLA
The strengths of this years draft aligns well with the Vikings needs.  The Vikings needs going into the 2010 draft include in priority order:

1) Defensive Backs (cornerback/safety)

2) Offensive Line (Guard/Center)
3) Defensive Tackle

4) Running Back
The Vikings also need to add depth at Linebacker in this draft.  Depending on who falls, they may select a linebacker early.
The areas highlighted above will provide great value in the first day of the draft including rounds, two, three and four because of the depth of these positions.  Several teams have needs at Offensive Tackle, Defensive Tackle, Defensive end and safety/cornerback and we see these positions dominating the first 50 picks.  In addition, we think there will be a lot of movement, in terms of trading up and down in rounds 2-5 due to the new draft format.  Trading activity will be more active than in past years with the pressure to improve through the draft.  In fact, we think several teams are interested to move up to select Sam Bradford and/or the two premier defensive tackles in the draft.  We see the first 10 picks like this:

1. St. Louis Rams - Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma: If we were the Rams, we would desperately try to trade this pick. Yes, the NFL is a quarterback-driven league and the Vikings learned how much of a difference a top-end QB can make. Bradford has only recently added 20 pounds of bulk to his thin frame and is coming off a shoulder injury. There are a lot of potential red flags, especially with the kind of absurd money he would be paid - Matthew Stafford got a six-year, $42 million deal last year. Bradford has the size to be an effective NFL quarterback and he has great accuracy, but, with the need to sell tickets to a fan base that has seen the team win just seven games in the last three years, he may have the edge over the top defensive tackles in the draft. With the recent release of Marc Bulger, it would appear the Rams have cleared the decks to allow Bradford to come and in and compete to be the opening-day starter. 

2. Detroit Lions - Ndamukong Suh, DT, Nebraska: The Lions have made an attempt to shore up the defensive front by signing DE Kyle Vanden Bosch in free agency and trading for volatile DT Corey Williams. But the Lions simply can't pass on Suh. A dominant presence in the middle, he can be the most disruptive defensive player the Lions have had since they traded away Shaun Rogers. Although Detroit has many needs, the only question here is which defensive tackle they like better - Suh or Oklahoma's Gerald McCoy of Oklahoma. One way or the other, it would be a shock if one of those two isn't taken. Why? Matt Millen isn't making the pick. There is some sentiment that, given the investment made in Stafford, taking their choice of left tackles in a solid crop of players will be the route to go, but Suh or McCoy are just too good to pass up in a DT draft that will be effectively depleted of top talent after the first round. 
3. Tampa Bay Buccaneers - Gerald McCoy, DT, Oklahoma: This would be a dream scenario for the Bucs, who would likely trade out of this spot if Bradford wasn't taken by the Rams and both of the top DTs were gone. How bad is the defensive front of the Bucs? Former Viking Chris Hovan and Chiefs bust Ryan Sims were the primary starters last year. McCoy would step in immediately and provide an upgrade over the aging former first-rounders long since discarded by their original teams. The Bucs need a lot of help, but McCoy helps where they need it most, making him a logical pick here - if not a complete lock.

4. Washington Redskins - Russell Okung, OT, Oklahoma State: There had been rumors that the Redskins might try to pull off a move similar to get Sam Bradford that was made by the Giants and Chargers, when San Diego drafted Eli Manning and New York drafted Philip Rivers only to trade them and an exchange of draft picks hours later. That talk got permanently silenced when the Redskins swung a blockbuster deal within their own division to obtain veteran Donovan McNabb. As a result, the focus now shifts to the other primary needs. With a QB who is 33 years old, a priority is to protect his blind side. With injuries forcing Chris Samuels into retirement, there is a huge void that McNabb was likely assured would be filled before he agreed to come to Washington and seek a contract extension. While some scouts differ on which OT is the best in class, we believe Okung has that mantle and will be an important piece to the puzzle for the new-look Redskins. 

5. Kansas City Chiefs - Brian Bulaga, OT, Iowa: The Chiefs would love to move Branden Albert over to right tackle and build the foundation of a dominant offensive front. Bulaga is about as safe a pick as there is on the board. His quickness is as good as any OT in the draft and he is the reason offensive tackles are taken so often early in the first round. With huge investments paid to players in this position, you want the most security for your investment. Bulaga has good size and reach and has the type of frame most believe can add 20 more pounds without losing foot quickness. He also has excellent technique and was coached well at Iowa.  We used to have Eric Berry in this spot and he would be the shot-at-stardom pick if taken here. G.M. Scott Pioli came to Kansas City from New England a year ago talking championships. After a disappointing first season, he needs to show improvement. Low-risk picks help assure that gets done.

6. Seattle Seahawks - Trent Williams, OT, Oklahoma: Matt Hasselbeck isn't getting any younger, so if Bradford is still in the board, he will get serious consideration. With two picks in the top 14, the Seahawks have a lot of flexibility here. That said, future Hall of Fame left tackle Walter Jones is expected to retire and the decline of the Seahawks has coincided with Jones' injuries over the last couple of seasons. When healthy, Hasselbeck can still be a top-tier NFL quarterback, but without blind side help from a big OT. Williams is big, agile and very strong, three things Hasselbeck will need if he expects his playing career to last anything beyond 2010. If not for a work ethic that has come under scrutiny at times, he might have been the first OT off the board.
7. Cleveland Browns - Eric Berry, S, Tennessee: The Vikings did pretty well when they were picking at No. 7 three years ago and the Browns may find a similar fortune with the seventh pick in 2010. Berry is a talent that many believe has the potential to have an impact similar to that of guys like Troy Polamalu, Ed Reed and Bob Sanders. Any time you are put in that category by the majority of scouts that have evaluated you, it‘s hard to justify keeping him on the board. If Sam Bradford made it to No. 3, Tampa Bay might take Berry ahead of him. The Chiefs will have a hard time passing on him at No. 5. But when it comes down to how teams value the safety position, Berry could slide here. Given the Browns were dismal at the position last year and let starter Brodney Pool go after a series of concussions have derailed a promising career, Berry makes sense. Five years from now, people may look back at this draft and ask how the three or four teams in front of Cleveland passed on him, much like they do with Adrian Peterson three years after the fact.  
8. Oakland Raiders – Bruce Campbell, OT, Maryland: There are a lot of things you can say about Al Davis. He's nuts. He's living in the past. He shouldn't make first-round picks. But there is a method to his madness. He loves players that shine at the Combine. How else to you explain Darrius Heyward-Bey or JaMarcus Russell.  For that reason alone, we have a sinking feeling that Big Al will reach again for defensive end Jason Pierre-Paul of South Florida. But the need at offensive tackle is so pronounced that there is little in the way of a viable option here. Campbell turned a lot of heads at the Combine, so he fits the M.O. of the Raiders in the first round of the draft. Besides, after investing so many millions in Russell, Darren McFadden and DHB, without strong line play in front of them, they‘re all garbage. Davis may have to be muzzled for the pick, but, for the sake or Raider Nation, let's hope it happens.  
9. Buffalo Bills - Jimmy Clausen, QB, Notre Dame: We are convinced that this is too high to take Clausen, but given the recent success of rookie quarterbacks that weren't top selections - Mark Sanchez, Joe Flacco - the Bills may reach to grab Clausen. In many respects, he is likely the most NFL-ready quarterback in the draft. He struggled at times at Notre Dame, but much of the problem wasn't his making. If he makes it past this pick, he could slide all the way into the final third of the first round and perhaps be on the board when the Vikings make their pick at No. 30. If Buffalo does pass, look for them to go after an offensive tackle since they never adequately replaced Jason Peters last year.  
10. Jacksonville Jaguars- Earl Thomas, S, Texas: The interesting aspect to this pick is that the Jags could trade down four, five or six spots and likely still get Thomas. As such, this may be a bit of a risk, especially in light of not hitting a home run with first-round safety Reggie Nelson in 2007. But Thomas is a strong safety that can make plays all over the field. The Jags have plenty of needs - wide receiver comes immediately to mind - but having addressed defensive end with the Aaron Kampman signing, the Jags look to use their pick on the biggest area of weakness that needs first-round attention. Wide receiver can wait. Safety can't. Dez Bryant will be tempting, but don't doubt Thomas.
We see the rest of the first round shaping up like this:

11. Denver (from Chicago) - Dez Bryant, WR, Oklahoma State: Whether Brandon Marshall returns or not is subject to debate, but Josh McDaniels saw his team fall from a 6-0 start to missing the playoffs because the offense couldn't consistently make plays down the field. The Patriots offense blossomed with a two-headed tandem of big-play and yards-after-the-catch receivers. Marshall has proved he can be a go-to guy, but Bryant is head-and-shoulders the top wide receiver in this year's draft and would give the Broncos a home-run hitter, whether Marshall is back with the team in 2010 or not. This is a pick that makes sense, but is far from a done deal. Bryant is the definition of a red-flag player brought up on the streets, did 18 months in jail for selling drugs and had his 2009 season ended after four games by being suspended by the NCAA for lying to investigators. He could open the door for Demaryius Thomas, whom some believe is a poor man’s Calvin Johnson or Andre Johnson.  
12. Miami Dolphins - Dan Williams, DT, Tennessee: Bill Parcells has always had a history of trading picks to acquire more and making moves both up and down in the first round, usually down. This year could be no exception. The Dolphins could take a long look at middle linebacker Rolando McClain and WR Dez Bryant if he makes it past Jacksonville and Denver, but for a 3-4 defense to work, you need a rock in the middle of the D-line. The team is so desperate it re-signed veteran Jason Ferguson knowing he would miss the first eight games due to suspension. This is higher than we would recommend drafting Williams, but the draft is much more about fine-tuning and addressing specific needs for most teams. This is a screaming need area and, while the Dolphins may trade down a half-dozen spots and still get him, they may have to reach to plug the biggest leak in the defense.
13. San Francisco 49ers - Joe Haden, CB, Florida: The Niners have two of the next five picks, but with a shakeup at the top of their war room just weeks before the draft, it’s uncertain who will be the voice that speaks loudest and could pull off a major trade for one or both of these picks. While cornerback isn’t the most pressing need, this could be a simple matter of best athlete available. Haden had a poor 40 time at the Combine, but plays extremely fast, something Nate Clements and Walt Harris - the starters to open the 2009 season don’t. He has the chance to be a difference-maker immediately and turn the 21st -rated pass defense in 2009 into the top half in 2010.
14. Seattle Seahawks (from Denver) - C.J. Spiller, RB, Clemson: Ever since Shaun Alexander hit the wall, the Seahawks have struggled to establish a running game. They hoped Julius Jones would be the answer, but he is far too pedestrian to be a go-to running back. Spiller is a multi-talented threat who can break the long run, catch passes and return kicks. He would likely step in and get plenty of playing time immediately and take over the starting role within a few games if not right away. If Clausen is still on the board, he's a possibility as well, but Spiller makes a lot of sense in this spot.  
15. New York Giants - Rolando McClain, MLB, Alabama: With the recent release of Antonio Pierce, the Giants have an obvious need in this area. If Dan Williams is on the board, he could be considered to fill at the vacated nose tackle position (Fred Robbins signed with the Rams). However, the Giants defense has always been known for its linebackers. The organization has always been able to find ways to re-stock the shelves. McClain is a tackling machine that will immediately make the middle of the Giants defense better. He's a hard player to pass on here.
16. Tennessee - Derrick Morgan, DE, Georgia Tech: The Titans defense has always been known for the play of its defensive ends, but that has hit rock bottom. Jevon Kearse and Kyle Vanden Bosch weren't their former selves in 2009 and it showed early, as teams routinely gashed the Titans defense because it couldn't generate a pass rush. Morgan has many of the raw, explosive characteristics of Julius Peppers and line coach Jim Washburn may be the perfect coach to help bring out his talent. 
17. San Francisco 49ers (from Carolina) - Sergio Kindle, OLB, Texas: With their own first-round pick, the 49ers helped themselves on the offensive line. Now it's the defense's turn. Kindle is another talented member of the Texas defense that is going to fill in the need for a strong pass rush. In the 3-4 scheme the 49ers run, he is an ideal fit because of his exceptional pass-rush skills (15.5 sacks in the last two years). He can be the occasional hand-in-the-dirt pass rusher as well as displaying the coverage skills to be a solid outside linebacker in this system. With him, Patrick Willis, Takeo Spikes and Parys Harralson, the 49ers would suddenly have one of the top LB corps in the league and make head coach Mike Singletary very happy.
18. Pittsburgh Steelers - Mike Iupati, G, Idaho: There are conflicting schools of thought on which direction the Steelers will go with this pick. Some believe getting a young nose tackle for the defense is the top priority, but, with the emergence of Rashard Mendenhall in the running game to go along with a big year from Ben Roethlisberger and the Steelers passing offense, making sure they find a player who can fill both needs is a must. The Steelers may look at an exclusive offensive tackle like Anthony Davis of Rutgers here, but a lot of scouts are intrigued with Iupati’s versatility. Many believe if he is allowed to be put at guard and stay there, he could dominant in the Steve Hutchinson mold. However, his ability to fill in early at either tackle position makes him a valued commodity that can fill in now and be inserted into the guard position when the opportunity arises and stay there for a decade or more.
19. Atlanta Falcons - Jason Pierre-Paul, DE, South Florida: The Falcons have a solid pass rusher in John Abraham, but he is a 10-year veteran and Pierre-Paul is a good fit for such a scenario. Incredibly gifted as an athlete, Pierre-Paul is a raw talent that might need a year or two to fully develop, making him the ideal heir for Abraham in two years and a pass-rush specialist as a rookie. Most teams that would consider drafting him would likely be looking at him to be an immediate starter. If things fall right, that may happen with the Falcons if Pierre-Paul proves he can make an immediate splash. But more likely is working him into the lineup. He is one of the great boom-bust prospects of the draft and, given his talent, don’t be surprised if one team as high as the Raiders at No. 8 consider giving him a shot. However, his best fit might be in Atlanta.
20. Houston Texans - Brian Price, DT, UCLA: With the free-agent loss of Dunta Robinson, as well as need at running back, this is far from a lock. The Texans have a pair of strong defensive tackles in Amobi Okoye and Shaun Cody, but neither of them is a pass rusher. Price is the top pass-rushing DT in this year’s draft and, lining up with Mario Williams, Okoye and second-year man Connor Barwin - Houston could potentially have a young defensive front line in place that could be so good it earns a nickname that sticks. Cornerback remains a possibility, but that position is so deep, you will see a depreciation of the group’s value, as teams will cross their fingers a corner they like will still be on the board after the position is virtually ignored in the first round. If running back C.J. Spiller happens to slip this far, look for the Texans to jump on him. It has become a need position and some believe they might reach for Ryan Mathews of Fresno State with this pick. But the chance to build a young, overpowering defensive front may tip the scales in the favor of Price. 
21. Cincinnati Bengals - Jermaine Gresham, TE, Oklahoma: The Bengals offense desperately need a tight end to stretch the field.  Gresham is a total package at the tight end spot, standing better than 6-6, 261 with great hands and athleticism. He suffered a knee injury last year that wiped out his senior season. Had he come out, he would have been taken in the top half of the first round. As it is, he could be viewed as something of a risk. Grisham could be a steal in the Antonio Gates sort of mold.  Safety could also be an option here if Taylor Mays is on the Board. 
22. New England Patriots - Brandon Graham, DE/OLB, Michigan:  The Patriots hoped that free agent Adalius Thomas would provide a consistent rush, but that didn't pan out. Graham saw most of his time at defensive end in college, but projects ideally as an outside pass-rush linebacker in the kind of 3-4 scheme the Patriots run. Tully Banta-Cain was the leading sacker on the team last year and he was viewed as overachieving in that respect. He's also an unrestricted free agent, so there are no guarantees that he will even be back. This is the type of player that Bill Belichick loves. He brings the versatility of being a disruptive pass rusher from the OLB position and the occasional third-down DE on passing situations. New England might consider one of the defensive backs on the board here, but Graham looks like the best fit for what the Pats run defensively and what they need. 
23. Green Bay Packers - Anthony Davis, OT, Rutgers: The Packers re-signed both starting offensive tackles – Chad Clifton and Mark Tauscher – to one-year contracts, but the team’s problems on the offensive line aren’t going away any time soon. If versatile guard/tackle Mike Iupati remains on the board, he could be the pick here, but the simple fact is that Aaron Rodgers has taken a beating over the last two years and much of that can be attributed to injuries and age at the tackle positions. Both of them are aging fast and, as the Vikings were able to prove twice last year, they can be dominated by a strong pass rush. With Brett Favre becoming a more distant memory, Rodgers is the new face of the franchise. Nobody in Green Bay wants that face to be bloodied and battered because they waited too long to get replacements for their bookend tackles of the last decade. Just as the handwriting was on the wall when the Packers drafted Rodgers when Favre wasn’t yet talking seriously about retirement, it seems the same process needs to take place when it comes to dealing with offensive tackle – arguably the second-most important position on the team other than QB. 
24. Philadelphia Eagles - Carlos Dunlap, DE, Florida: Dunlap is massive at 6-6, 290 and would be an ideal complement to Trent Cole. The good news here is that, while Cole is the only three-down end on the roster, the Eagles finished the season with six defensive ends on the roster. Dunlap wouldn't be asked to play every down and be a difference-maker like so many other college pass-rush specialists are - which might explain why so many fail at the pro level. The Eagles have a bunch of players who should be backups and part-timers. If the Eagles can harness his talent and unleash him in sporadic bursts instead of asking him to play 50 downs every game, he could quickly develop into a Pro Bowl player. But he has the bulls-eye on the middle of his back as a classic boom/bust prospect that could turn out to be a waste of time, effort and money. That being said, it's worth the upside risk at this point given the need for a playmaker at the DE spot.
25. Baltimore Ravens – Josh Wilson, CB, Boise State: The Ravens secondary could not cover anyone last year and is desperate need of upgrading.  Drafting Wilson provides the Ravens with a playmaker with excellent cover skills.  He is a physical cover corner in the mold of Al Harris of Green Bay.  He will upgrade the Ravens secondary and compete for a starting job immediately.
26. Arizona Cardinals - Jerry Hughes, DE, TCU: Hughes is a fast riser that has 4-3 teams looking at him as a pass rusher and a 3-4 defense like the Cardinals looking at potentially moving him to a pass-rushing outside linebacker. Just a couple of weeks ago, there was panic in Arizona over the free-agent defection of inside linebacker Karlos Dansby. Acquiring Joey Porter in free agency and adding Hughes in the draft could make the starting position at OLB as strong as it has been in years for the Cardinals. That can help make up for some deficiencies on the inside and, given the depth of the inside linebacker crop, the Cardinals can still address that problem in the next round or two. With Anquan Boldin and Kurt Warner gone, the Cardinals may look at a big, physical receiver like Demaryius Thomas that can help move the chains for a Cardinals offense that is going to look markedly different this year.  
27. Dallas Cowboys - Charles Brown, OT, USC: The handwriting was on the wall for Flozell Adams. At 34, he has had a long and impressive career with the Cowboys, but what Jared Allen and the Vikings did to him in the playoffs was borderline criminal, which may have led to his recent release from the team. Mark Colombo fared little better against Ray Edwards. The one thing Tony Romo needs as a passer is time. Dallas runs as many 20-yard-or-better pass plays as anyone in the league. To run those long routes, especially with slow-legged guys like Roy Williams and Jason Witten, Romo needs time for them to get a head of steam up the field. Brown can come in without the pressure of being an immediate starter but push both of the veterans and wait for the moment he gets called. Once the call comes, the job might be his for years to come. The temptation to take a big-play receiver like Golden Tate is a possibility, but giving Romo some insurance against the kind of beat-down he got from the Vikings takes precedence.
28. San Diego Chargers - Ryan Mathews, RB, Fresno State: At the end of the 2009 season, the Chargers cleared the decks with two of their top three veteran running backs. LaDainian Tomlinson and Michael Bennett were cut and Darren Sproles was given a first- and third-round tender. That could keep Sproles in a Chargers uniform, but he isn't considered the every-down back. The question doesn't become if they take a running back. Just who will it be? C.J. Spiller is likely the only one gone here, so the choices include big 235-pound banger Jonathan Dwyer of Georgia Tech or Jahvid Best of Cal. Concerns over back/neck injuries and concussions that cost him time over his senior year will likely drop Best into the second round. Dwyer comes from a gimmick triple-option offense that doesn't always translate immediately to the responsibilities of an NFL running back. Mathews is a strong between-the-tackles runner that the Chargers are used to, so, barring some negative information coming to light, he should have the edge.
29. New York Jets - Demaryius Thomas, WR, Georgia Tech: If not for a broken foot suffered in his preparation for the Combine, Thomas might have vaulted his way into the discussion at the end of the top-10 picks. At 6-3, 230, he has the freakish size, strength and big-play ability to be the next Calvin Johnson. With Braylon Edwards far from a certainty to stay for much longer and depth past Jerricho Cotchery all but non-existent, the Jets add a home-run hitter to an offense that will have teams crowding the box after dominating rushing performances last year. Golden Tate of Notre Dame and Arrelious Benn of Illinois are also possibilities here, but Thomas’ upside is too big for the Jets to pass up at this late stage of the round. 
30. Minnesota Vikings – Maurkice Pouncey, C, Florida: The Vikings need to add depth and talent in the interior of their offensive line.  The winner of the Rimington Trophy for college football’s top center, Pouncey didn’t move to center until his junior year. As a sophomore, he started at right guard. The Vikings could use Pouncey as a three-position swing man on the interior line. This would provide them significant flexibility and allow the Vikings to continue build an offensive line to open holes for Adrian Peterson.

31. Indianapolis Colts - Taylor Mays, S, USC: The Colts need to upgrade the backend of their defense particularly since Bob Sanders will not be back with the Colts.  The Colts need a physical safety that provides range - Mays provides that.  He is a big, physical safety that possesses 4.4 speed and would be an excellent addition to the Colts defense.  Mays would compete for a starting job immediately and, within a couple of years, we may be talking about Mays as one of the best young safeties in the league.
32. New Orleans Saints - Sean Weatherspoon, OLB, Missouri: Just as the Vikings got fortunate that the cornerback crop was deep enough that they fell as a group, so too are the Saints. The champs weren’t defensive world-beaters at outside linebacker last year and their best OLB Scott Fujita left to Cleveland via free agency. The 2010 draft class at outside linebacker is deep in the early to middle rounds, but not in first-round talent. As a result, only Sergio Kindle is gone. But, he is the only true strongside linebacker at the top of this draft. Weatherspoon sets himself apart by making plays with his speed and sure tackling. For a defense that will have a target on its back all year as teams try to get in shootouts with the high-octane offense, Weatherspoon is the type of playmaker that should be a glove fit. 

In terms of the Vikings, we see three alternatives that could unfold in the first round (depending on how the first 29 picks go):

1) Take the best Cornerback or Safety available.  This could include:  With only Joe Haden off the board at CB, the Vikings will have their pick of corners, including Patrick Robinson of Florida State, Devin McCourty of Rutgers and Kyle Wilson of Boise State.   Taylor Mays out of USC may drop to them which would make things interesting.  This would add some youth and depth to the Vikings secondary.

2) Take the best Offensive Lineman available.  This could include:  Mike Iupati G Idaho or Maurkice Pouncey C Florida.  
3) Take the best Defensive Tackle available.  This could include:  Brian Price of UCLA or Jared Odrick of Penn State.  With the Williams wall aging they need to add youth and depth to the defensive Line.

We think the choice will come down to Wilson, Robinson, Odrick, Pouncey or McCourty.  If Mike Iupati – the guard out of Idaho – is still on the board, the Vikings will select him.  We do not believe he will drop to pick 30.  Due to the Vikings signing of Lito Sheppard the day before the draft, we believe they will pick the best offensive or defensive lineman on the board.  We believe the Vikings will select Maurkice Pouncey C\G out of Florida.  Pouncey provides the Vikings with significant flexibility along the offensive line and will strengthen the interior of the offensive line.  He will compete with Anthony Herrara for a starting job immediately.  They will look to add talent to their defensive backfield later rounds.

 

In terms of the Vikings, we see three alternatives that could unfold in the second round:
 

1) Take the best Cornerback or safety available.  This could include:  Kareem Jackson of Alabama, Chris Cook of Virginia, Patrick Robinson of Florida State, Jerome Murphy of South Florida, Morgan Bennett of Georgia Tech, Major Wright of Florida and Nate Allen of South Florida.  This would add some youth and depth to the Vikings secondary.

2) Take the best Offensive Lineman available.  This could include:  Vladimir Ducasse, G/OT of Massachusetts, John Jerry, G of Mississippi.  

3) Take the best Defensive Tackle available.  This could include:  Terrence Cody of Alabama, Tyson Alualu of California and Lamarr Houston of Texas.  With the Williams wall aging they need to add youth and depth to the defensive Line.

4) Take the best Running Back available.  This could include:  Dexter McCluster of Mississippi, Montario Hardesty out of Tennessee or Jonathan Dwyer of Georgia Tech.  
We think scenario it will come down to a choice between (depending on their first round choice):  Kareem Jackson, CB, Alabama, Patrick Robinson, CB, Florida State, Vladimir Ducasse, G/OT, Massachusetts, John Jerry, G, Mississippi, or Tyson Alualu, DT, California.  Based on our first round pick of Pouncey, our pick is Kareem Jackson, CB, Alabama.  Jackson is a fast-rising talent who is ideally suited to play in a Tampa-2 defense that allows him to play off the receiver and read/react to what unfolds in front of him. Cedric Griffin may not be ready for the start of the season (at least not at 100 percent) and Antoine Winfield’s recent injuries are cause for concern. Jackson, in an ideal circumstance would battle with Benny Sapp or Lito Sheppard for the starting job, but with the uncertainty with the starters, this is a pick that fills a need while at the same time fits into the best-athlete-available mantra the Vikings have maintained.  If they choose McCourty or Odrick with the first pick, Vladimir Ducasse, G/OT of Massachusetts will be the choice.  However, if Tyson Alualu is still on the board it will make things interesting. 
Note: Do not be surprised if the Vikings select Texas Quarterback Colt McCoy if he is still on the board in the second round.  McCoy is a very accurate passer in the mold of Drew Brees – many teams will be turned off by his size and arm strength but remember who led the Saints to a Super Bowl win.

Most Likely picks in rounds 3 - this is dependent on the needs they fill in round 1 and 2.  
 

If they do not select a cornerback in round 1 or 2, they will look for one in the third round.  The likely prospects include:

1) Chris Cook, CB/S, Virginia
2) Perrish Cox, CB, Oklahoma State
3) Brandon Ghee, Wake Forest
4) Javier Arenas, Alabama
Otherwise, they may select from the following list of prospects in the third round:

1) Aaron Hernandez, TE, Florida
2) Torell Troup, DT, Central Florida

3) Myron Lewis, S, Vanderbilt

4) Toby Gerhart, RB, Stanford
5) Eric Decker, WR, Minnesota

We like Gerhart if he is still on the board in the third round.

Options in the Second Day (Rounds 4-7) – the Vikings do have two fifth round picks this year.

The Vikings will select a developmental quarterback in rounds 4-7.  Options include:
1) Jarrett Brown, West Virginia 

2) Levi Brown, Troy
3) Jonathan Crompton, Tennessee
4) John Skelton, Fordham
5) R.J. Archer, William and Mary

We like John Skelton out of Fordham – Big quarterback with a big arm.  He has a lot of similarity to Joe Flacco out of Delaware now with the Baltimore Ravens. 

Other options in Rounds 4-7 include:

1) Taylor Price, Ohio
2) Jimmy Graham, Miami
3) Alex Carrington, Arkansas State
4) Chris McCoy, LB, Middle Tennessee State
5) Kevin Mathews, C, Texas A&M
Sleepers:

1) Deji Karim, RB, Southern Illinois
2) Keiland Williams, RB, LSU
3) Seyi Ajirotutu, WR, Fresno State
4) Marc Mariani, WR, Montana
5) Tony Moeaki, TE, Iowa
6) Casey Knips, OT, South Dakota State
7) Jared Veldheer, OT, Hillsdale
8) Tony Washington, OT, Abilene Christian
9)  Hall Davis, DE, Louisiana-Lafayette

10) Jeffrey Fitzgerald, DE, Kansas State
11) Austen Lane, DE, Murray State

12) Brandon Deaderick, DT, Alabama
13) Earl Mitchell, DT, Arizona
14) Mike Neal, DT, Purdue
15) AJ Edds, LB, Iowa
16) Simoni Lawrence, LB, Minnesota
17) Amari Spievey, CB, Iowa
18)  Jonathan Amaya, S, Nevada
19) Cody Grimm, S, Virginia Tech
20) Chris Maragos, S, Wisconsin
21) Dominique Franks, CB, Oklahoma
22) Kevin Thomas, CB, USC
23) Walter Thurmond, CB, Oregon
24) Alterraun Verner, CB, UCLA
The Vikings have picks in rounds 1,2,3,4,5 (two picks in the 5th round due to a compensatory pick for Matt Birk), 6 and 7 and they can fill find depth needs in several areas in this draft.  Most notably, the Vikings needs are:  offensive guard/center, cornerback, safety, defensive tackle and running back.

We will update our readers with a post-draft report after the draft.

Mink and Obey from New York

