The Mink is off to another trip to New York to attend the NFL draft with cousin Obey.  We annually match wits with the best NFL draft experts including Mel Kiper, Mike Mayock and Todd McShay.  Unfortunately, we do not get paid for it, but we have a pretty good track record of picking the results.  
 

This year’s draft will be the first draft after the new collective bargaining agreement.  As a result, we expect more teams wanting to trade into the first 10 picks due to the fact these picks do not have as much guaranteed money tied up in them.

We expect movement in the top ten picks due to teams wanting to trade up for the likes of Trent Richardson, Ryan Tannehill and Morris Claiborne to name a few blue chip prospects that are coveted by NFL teams.  As a result, it will be very difficult to pick the top 10 draft choices.  There are many several mock drafts that predict the top ten very differently.  The strengths of the 2012 draft include:

 

1) Cornerback – The cornerback class has excellent top end talent (Blue Chip) and is a deep draft.  Teams looking to improve their secondary will be able to find quality secondary talent in rounds 2 – 4.  We believe the best cornerback in this draft is Morris Claiborne, CB, LSU.  He has excellent size coupled with outstanding ball skills.  LSU continues to produce outstanding secondary talent.  He will be a Pro Bowl cornerback in the NFL for many years.  We also expect Stephen Gilmore, CB, South Carolina and Dre Kirkpatrick, CB Alabama to go in the first round.  All of these prospects will provide immediate value at the cornerback position for the team drafting them.  Outside of the first round, teams will find outstanding talent on Brandon Boykins, CB, Georgia, Josh Robinson, CB, Central Florida, Casey Heyward, CB, Vanderbilt, Alfonzo Dennard, Nebraska and Janoris Jenkins, CB, North Alabama.  Jenkins is an interesting prospect in that he may have the best talent of any corner in the draft but some teams will be deterred by his off-field challenges.  
2) Wide Receiver - In terms of wide receiver, there are two top 10 talents in Justin Blackmon, Oklahoma State and Michael Floyd, Notre Dame.  Both of these prospects are big, physical receivers who were game changers in college.  Blackmon is a big, explosive playmaker that is more consistent catching the ball – he will make an immediate impact.  We think Blackmon is one of the best prospects to come out of college at the wide receiver position in the last 10 years.  Floyd is a 6’4” receiver with 4.40 speed.  Many scouts believe he is the best receiver in the draft.  His skills will translate well to the NFL.  Other potential first round picks include:  Kendall Wright, Baylor and Stephen Hill, Georgia Tech.  Teams will find WR talent in rounds 2 – 4 due to the depth of this draft including prospects such as Alshon Jeffries, South Carolina, BJ Cunningham, Michigan State, Mohamed Sanu, Rutgers, Rueben Randle, LSU and AJ Jenkins, Illinois.
3) Defensive Tackle – This is a deep draft for defensive tackles.  There are not many blue chip prospects in this year’s draft class, but the draft is deep with talent that will allow teams to bolster their defensive lines.  We project that 3-4 defensive tackles may go in the first round including: Fletcher Cox, Mississippi State, Michael Brockers, LSU,  Dontari Poe, Memphis and Jerrel Worthy, Michigan State.  All four of these players will immediately upgrade your defensive line.  Fletcher Cox is moving up the draft board quickly and may be the first defensive tackle taken.  Dontari Poe put on one of the best combine performances for a defensive tackle running a sub 5.0 40 at over 345 pounds while also displaying outstanding athletic ability.  However, his on field performance at Memphis was underwhelming.  Brockers is an outstanding athlete that has LSU blood and Worthy anchored Michigan State’s defensive line while displaying NFL caliber qualities.  We could see as many as 3-4 defensive tackles  taken in the first round.  You will still be able to get significant value in rounds 2 and 3 due to the depth in this draft.  Other defensive tackles projected to go in the first three rounds include:  Mike Martin, Michigan, Devon Still, Penn State, Jared Crick, Nebraska and Kendell Reyes, Connecticut.
4) Offensive Line (Guard and Tackle) – This class lacks top-end, blue chip talent but it is a very strong, deep class of Offensive Lineman.  There could be as many as 7-8 Offensive Lineman chosen in the first round.  This year’s class is led by tackles Matt Kalil of USC, Riley Reiff of Iowa, Jonathan Martin of Stanford, Cordy Glenn of Georgia and Mike Adams Ohio State.  We believe Kalil is the best left tackle in the draft due to his versatility, athleticism and tenacity.  He is very athletic, possesses long arms which helps in pass protection and he is also effective in run blocking.  He will be a Pro Bowl left tackle for the next decade.  Reiff continues the tradition of outstanding offensive line prospects from Iowa – we project him as a right tackle in the NFL.  Martin is an outstanding left tackle prospect from Stanford.  He has spent his college career protecting Andrew Luck and he will do the same for an NFL team that drafts him.  This draft also has a strong class of guards with 2-3 that could go in the first round.  Other offensive linemen that could go in the first round include:  David DeCastro, Stanford , Amini Silatolu, Midwestern State, and Joe Looney, Wake Forest.  DeCastro is the best guard prospect since Steve Hutchison and he will be a Pro Bowl guard for the next decade.   You can also get good value in rounds 2, 3 and 4 if you are looking for a guard or tackle.

 The strengths of this year’s draft align well with the Vikings needs.  The Vikings needs going into the 2012 draft include in priority order:

1) Offensive Line (Guard/Tackle)

2) Defensive Backs (cornerback/safety)

3) Wide Receiver

4) Defensive Tackle
The areas highlighted above will provide great value in the first day of the draft including rounds, two, three and four because of the depth of these positions.  Several teams have needs at Offensive Line (Guard/Tackle), Defensive Backs (cornerback/safety), Wide Receiver and  Defensive Tackle and we see these positions dominating the first 50 picks.  We see the first 10 picks like this (assuming no trades):

1. Indianapolis Colts - Andrew Luck, QB, Stanford

This pick was made months ago so it is no secret.  Luck is the best quarterback prospect since Peyton Manning.  A new era begins in Indianapolis.

2. Washington Redskins (from Rams) - Robert Griffin III, QB, Baylor

The pick for Washington after they gave away a king’s ransom is Griffith.  He will be a game changer in Washington.  Tremendous athlete that possesses football intelligence – he will transform Washington’s offense and they will be extremely difficult to defend.

Again, no surprises here. 

3. Minnesota Vikings - Matt Kalil, OT, USC

We know Minnesota needs an upgrade at left tackle, and Kalil is that rare rookie who doesn't need to spend some time on the right side. We think he can start his NFL career at left tackle and hold the position down, even though he'll face some serious competition in terms of NFC North pass-rushers. This pick is about giving Christian Ponder a chance to be successful. 

4. Cleveland Browns - Trent Richardson, RB, Alabama

The Browns need an impact player at running back, and they can take the best one in the draft here, then look for a quarterback to push Colt McCoy later. Richardson is the best running back prospect since Adrian Peterson.  Richardson is going to make a difference in the Brown’s offense.

5. Tampa Bay Buccaneers - Morris Claiborne, CB, LSU

Tampa Bay needs help in the secondary and Claiborne fills a need here.  He is great player with excellent ball skills.  He will make an immediate impact in Tampa Bay’s secondary and Rhonde Barber is not getting any younger.  Claiborne is hands down the best cover corner available in the draft, and the Bucs still need plenty of help with age and uncertainty dotting their secondary. This is a safe pick and a guy who should be very good for a long time. 

6. St. Louis Rams (from Washington) - Justin Blackmon, WR, Oklahoma St.

The Rams need a #1 target for Sam Bradford to throw the ball to.  The Rams traded down and still drafted the player they covet.  Blackmon is an outstanding receiver that will make an immediate difference.  He does not possess top end speed but his smarts, ball skills, route running and work habits translate to a guy who can contribute immediately, which is what this offense desperately needs. 

7. Jacksonville Jaguars - Melvin Ingram, DE, South Carolina

Ingram is the best pass rusher in this draft.  Ingram provides immediate pass-rush help to a Jacksonville defense that sorely needs it, and he offers great flexibility to any coaching staff that wants to mix up its looks, which is pretty much all of them. He isn't extraordinarily explosive, and has short arms, but he disengages very well and has an arsenal to attack blockers and opposing quarterbacks.

8. Miami Dolphins - Ryan Tannehill, QB, Texas A&M

Miami needs a long-term answer at quarterback and Tannehill fits the bill.  He worked with Mike Sherman at Texas A&M so Miami has tremendous insight into this quarterback prospect.  His already sound mechanics and skill set imply a bright future. The talent isn't in question.

9. Carolina Panthers - Dontari Poe, DT, Memphis

Carolina couldn't stop the run last year while rotating rookies on the interior. The Panthers need to find a force that can create stops. Poe has freakish athleticism and his combine performance was one of the best ever by a defensive tackle prospect.  Poe could be a dominant force at the next live and he fills a need for the Panthers.  Defense has to be a priority, starting up front. 

10. Buffalo Bills - Riley Reiff, OT, Iowa

Buffalo has passed on offensive line options in recent years, but Reiff would be a good option and fills a need for the Bills.  The Bills have made big strides on the defensive side of the ball this offseason, and that allows them to focus on shoring up the offense. Reiff is capable in both pass blocking and the running game as well.  He may end up being a right tackle in the NFL.
We see the rest of the first round shaping up like this:

11. Kansas City Chiefs - Luke Kuechly, LB, Boston College

Kuechly is a rare talent at linebacker -- instinctive, explosive, able to make plays from sideline to sideline, but very sound in reading plays into the backfield and making stops. Kansas City has a need here, and Kuechly fills the need.  He is a tackling machine at linebacker, he'll make any defense better. 

12. Seattle Seahawks - Quinton Coples, DE, North Carolina

Coples is the most complete defensive end in the draft but his play on the field was not always consistent.  Coples has prototypical size, can play every down as a pass-rusher and has a solid arsenal of moves to get to opposing quarterbacks, but with the size and discipline to be a force against the run. 
13. Arizona Cardinals - Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame

Floyd is a great complement to Larry Fitzgerald and will help Arizona maximize the options for Kevin Kolb. The last time the Cardinals had a complement to Fitzgerald they went to a Super Bowl.  
14. Dallas Cowboys - Mark Barron, S, Alabama

Dallas was aggressive in getting a solid corner in free agency with the addition of Brandon Carr, but the Cowboys still need help at safety to shore up the pass defense. I don't think another corner is out of the question at this spot, but Barron is the best safety in the draft, and the Cowboys can't go wrong if he's available. 
15. Philadelphia Eagles - Fletcher Cox, DT, Mississippi St.

Cox is moving up draft boards quickly.  Disruptive and explosive from the interior, Cox is another player you can take without worries about a scheme fit. He has a chance to become a Pro Bowl player regardless of where you line him up inside. The Eagles simply have to become stronger against the run, and up the middle in general, and Cox should make an immediate difference.

16. New York Jets - Courtney Upshaw, OLB, Alabama

Upshaw will be a great fit in a 3-4 scheme and that is why Rex Ryan drafts him with this pick.  Upshaw has size to hold up against the run even as a pass-rusher in a 3-4, making him an ideal fit here. He plays with a high motor, sheds blocks well with quickness and he'll make plays all over the field. 
17. Cincinnati Bengals (from Oakland) - David DeCastro, G, Stanford

Decastro is the best guard prospect since Steve Hutchison and will be a Pro Bowl guard for the next decade.  He will provide an immediate help to the run game, he's strong but agile and will help shore up a Bengals rushing attack that has to do more to create positive down-and-distance situations.

18. San Diego Chargers - Chandler Jones, OLB, Syracuse

Jones has the talent, upside and a great frame to make the move to OLB in a pass-rushing role. He's still a little raw, but the instincts are there and offensive linemen have a really tough time getting their hands on him. He fits what the Chargers are trying to do on Defense.

19. Chicago Bears - Whitney Mercilus, DE, Illinois

Mercilus utilizes great anticipation and some natural gifts as a pass-rusher, with closing speed and long arms once he has the quarterback in sight. He's coming off a brilliant final season for the Illini, and Rod Marinelli could do wonders with him. The Bears could use some pass-rushing insurance with Julius Peppers not getting any younger. 

20. Tennessee Titans - Dre Kirkpatrick, CB, Alabama

The Titans lost their top cover corner in free agency, and Kirkpatrick has the talent and experience to contribute right away. He is big, physical corner that can match up well with the other team’s best wide receiver.  The trend in the NFL is for bigger receivers and Kirkpatrick has the rare combination of size and athletic ability to match up with the larger receivers in the NFL.

21. Cincinnati Bengals - Stephon Gilmore, CB, South Carolina

The Bengals need to add depth at corner, and Gilmore is a natural fit. A starter since the day he stepped on campus at South Carolina, Gilmore is a smart, mature player who has good instincts, can be effective in press and will pick up concepts quickly. He will make an immediate impact in the Bengal’s secondary.
22. Cleveland Browns (from Atlanta) - Cordy Glenn, G, Georgia

Cleveland gets the top runner in the draft at No. 4, and here it gets a great guard to open gaps on the inside. It's clear the Browns need options in the passing game, but becoming a team that sees a lot of second-and-4 situations will go a long way to making this offense more dangerous. Glenn is versatile and can be moved around, but he has the chance to dominate on the inside.

23. Detroit Lions - Jonathan Martin, OT, Stanford

The Lions can't go wrong with either the best corner or tackle option here. In this scenario, Martin fits what they'll be looking for to bring the O-line up to par. An athletic tackle, he should develop into a great pass protector for Matthew Stafford. The Lions need to find a long-term answer here as Jeff Backus is not getting any younger.

24. Pittsburgh Steelers - Dont'a Hightower, LB, Alabama

Hightower fits the mold of a Steeler’s middle linebacker.  Tough, instinctive and athletic.   Hightower simply makes a lot of sense based on need and Dick LeBeau's scheme. Hightower has the size to hold up anywhere, and the athleticism to take on whatever role the Steelers need.  He will be there middle linebacker for the next decade.
25. Denver Broncos - Michael Brockers, DT, LSU

LSU continues to produce defensive prospects that are drafted in the first round.  Brockers is a disruptive interior defensive lineman that was effective in blowing up the run and penetrating against the pass. Denver lost their interior defensive line in free agency and needs to shore up this position.

26. Houston Texans - Kendall Wright, WR, Baylor

Wright made a lot of big plays at Baylor catching passes from Robert Griffith and will continue to do the same at the NFL level catching passes from Matt Schaub.  Wright will challenge defenses deep, but can also work underneath and run after the catch. Wright will provide a complement to Andre Johnson and immediate upgrade the Texans passing attack

27. New England Patriots (from Saints) - Shea McClellin, OLB, Boise St.

A player who has moved up boards during the draft process, he played with a hand on the ground at Boise State, but has enough athleticism and the smarts to transition to standing up on the edge in this type of a system. McClellin fits the Patriots scheme and is the type of versatile defensive player that Belichick likes to draft.

28. Green Bay Packers - Nick Perry, LB, USC

The Packers have an outstanding offense but their defense needs work.  They had the worst pass defense in the NFL last season and they need to add other options that can rush the passer other than Clay Mathews.  Perry fits the bill here.  Perry is another convert option, but the Packers can do a lot with their looks and find a place for a pass-rusher with his upside. 

29. Baltimore Ravens - Peter Konz, C, Wisconsin

Matt Birk is not getting any younger and the Ravens lost Ben Grubbs in free agency – the interior line needs help here and Konz is the best one available. The Ravens need to get better along the offensive line, which was a liability for much of last season.

30. San Francisco 49ers - Stephen Hill, WR, Georgia Tech

Hill is the biggest home run threat in the draft when you combine his speed and size.  He will help take some of the pressure off Davis and provide other options for Alex Smith.  Hill is the kind of weapon this offense needs to expand.

31. New England Patriots - Derek Wolfe, DL, Cincinnati

Will fit best as a 3-4 DE, where he can use his size (6-5, 295) to become a disruptive pass-rusher. Wolfe plays with great leverage and can disrupt pockets by driving linemen back. He will be another good fit for the Patriots defensive scheme as they add pieces up front on defense.

32. New York Giants - Coby Fleener, TE, Stanford

The best tight end on the board, Fleener has the speed to be used off the line, where he can become a matchup problem and further diversify an already strong passing attack. Fleener has great hands, fantastic route-running ability and will become a big threat in the red zone. 

In terms of the Vikings, they will be able to take the best player in the draft not playing quarterback.  We see three alternatives that could unfold in the first round:

1) Take the best Offensive Tackle – Drafting Matt Kalil will give the Vikings a left tackle for the next decade and protect Christian Ponder’s backside.  This choice will give Ponder the best chance for success.

2) Take the best wide receiver – drafting Justin Blackmon will give the Vikings the playmaker to complement Percy Harvin on the outside.  Blackmon plays big and will provide Christian ponder another offensive weapon.

3) Take the best cornerback – drafting Morris Claiborne will solidify the secondary and turn a weakness last year into a strength.  Claiborne is a big, physical corner that has excellent ball skills.  The tandem of Chris Cook and Claiborne will provide the Vikings with two corners that can match up with the great receivers in the NFC North.

If the Vikings do trade down, we do not see them trading out of the option to draft one of these three players (they may trade down to picks 4,5 or 6).  We think the choice will come down to Kalil and Claiborne.  We believe the Vikings will select Matt Kalil, OT, USC.  Kalil will anchor the left side of the Vikings line for the next decade.  In order to build a championship team, you need to build from both the offensive and defensive lines first followed by playmakers on both sides of the ball.  Kalil is a big, physical offensive tackle that possesses nastiness to him.  He ran a sub 5.0 40 which highlights is athletic ability.  He did not allow a sack last year at USC and he is excellent in the run game.  He should be the Vikings pick.

\

In terms of the Vikings, we see three alternatives that could unfold in the second round:
 

1) Take the best safety available.  This could include:  Harrison Smith, Notre Dame.

2) Take the best wide receiver available.  This could include:  Alshon Jeffries, South Carolina, Mohamed Sanu, Rutgers, Rueben Randle, LSU or Stephen Hill, Georgia Tech.

3) Take the best Cornerback available.  This could include:  Brandon Boykins, Georgia, Alfonzo Dennard, Nebraska, Josh Robinson, Central Florida and Janoris Jenkins, North Alabama.

We think scenario it will come down to a choice between (depending on their first round choice):  Harrison Smith, S, Notre Dame and Alshon Jeffries, WR, South Carolina.

Based on our first round pick of Kalil, our pick is Harrison Smith, S, Notre Dame.  The Vikings will use this draft to find playmakers on both offense and defense.  Smith provides the Vikings with an intelligent safety that has the physical tools to provide run support and cover NFL caliber tight ends.  This draft will infuse young talent on both sides of the ball for the Vikings.  This is a pick that fills a need while at the same time fits into the best-athlete-available mantra the Vikings have maintained.  If they choose Claiborne or Blackmon with the first pick, the Vikings will then look to draft Mike Adams, OT, Ohio State with their pick in the second round.  Kendell Reyes the defensive tackle out of Connecticut could be an option in round 2 also.
Options in round 3 that the Vikings could draft:
1. BJ Cunningham, WR, Michigan State:  Cunningham is a big, physical receiver who has outstanding hands.  Reminds us of Chris Carter and would be a great pick for the Vikings in the third round.  

2. Antonio Allen, S, South Carolina:  Big, physical safety who can cover.  Fills a big need for the Vikings if selected.
3. Trumaine Johnson, CB, Montana: This draft is full of talented corners who may be asked to convert and play safety in the NFL. Johnson fits that description. He was a two-time All-American playing for Montana in the Football Championship Subdivision. He has good size (6-2, 204 pounds), keen instincts and obvious confidence. If he can excel as a corner, Johnson sees himself as a Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie type. Yet if he’s asked to move to safety, he could flourish similarly to the way Malcolm Jenkins has with New Orleans.

4. A.J. Jenkins, WR, Illinois: Odds are good the Vikings will address their receiver needs in Round 2 if they don’t pounce on the opportunity to do so at the very top of the draft. But if they’re still searching for a vertical threat by the time pick No. 66 rolls around, Jenkins would be a fantastic get. Not only is he a fluid route runner with good hands, he also ran a 4.39-second 40-yard dash at the combine.
5. Casey Hayward, CB, Vanderbilt:  Vikings get good corner value in a deep class. Hayward's combination of speed and physicality should allow Antoine Winfield, 34, to make the slot his full-time residence.  He is an excellent corner in a cover 2 scheme and they only completed 20 percent of passes thrown to his side last year. 

6. Brian Quick, WR, Appalachian State: The knock on Quick is that he is extremely raw. He was a basketball star in high school and one played one season of football. He then played his college ball in the Football Championship Subdivision. But Quick has incredible size. He’s 6-foot-4 and 220 pounds with long arms and big hands. Given his need to develop, Quick might be worth a roll of the dice for a young and rebuilding team that has a far sharper vision for the future than it has for the present.

7. Zach Brown, LB, North Carolina: The Vikings need depth at linebacker and Brown would be a steal early in the third round. His speed is his greatest strength and he also has stellar reactions and an ability to get to the ball.

8. Mike Martin, DT, Michigan: A three-year starter for the Wolverines, Martin combines impressive strength with impressive agility. He had a solid Senior Bowl week in January. Then Martin did 36 repetitions of 225 pounds on the bench press at the combine and added a 33.5-inch vertical leap and a time of 4.88 seconds in the 40-yard dash. Not bad for a guy weighing in at 306 pounds.
9. Mychal Kendricks, middle linebacker, California:  Highly productive linebacker.  Kendricks (106 tackles, three sacks, two interceptions as senior) could be nice complement to outside linebacker Chad Greenway and provide needed depth at middle linebacker. 

Options in round 4 that the Vikings could draft (the Vikings have three picks in the 4th round):

1. Marcus Forston, DT, Miami, Fla.: A powerful fire-plug at 6-1, 300. He had 12 tackles for loss, including three sacks as a sophomore in 2010. He might have been a higher projection this year had a knee injury not limited him to three games a year ago.
2. DeQuan Menzie, CB, Alabama: He's the Tide's "other" corner, opposite Dre Kirkpatrick, a first-round projection. Menzie is known as an intelligent player, a good tackler and a guy who would fit well in a zone scheme. His 40 time was in the 4.6 range, which might be a concern.
3. Aaron Henry, S, Wisconsin: Had a strong pro day with a 4.5-second 40 and a 39.5-inch vertical. An interesting mid-round prospect who's 6 feet tall, 208 pounds.
4. Tommy Streeter, WR, Miami, Fla.: A 6-5, 215-pound vertical threat who's raw, but worth a look in the fourth round. Had a team-high eight TDs and a 17.6-yard average on 46 catches a year ago.
5. Jaye Howard, DT, Florida:  Minnesota always goes D-line in the fourth, right? Howard, who played in the Senior Bowl when the Vikings were coaching, is a solid option to push Christian Ballard for snaps. 

6. Chris Polk, RB, Washington:  The Vikings got a good look at Polk at the Senior Bowl. Coach Leslie Frazier says he plays with a burst. Vikings need middle-round help at running back as Adrian Peterson rehabs a torn anterior cruciate ligament. 

7. Chase Minnifield, CB, Virginia: I covered his dad, Frank, a corner for the Browns from 1984-92. Frank was an exceptional press corner. That's not something the Vikings ask a lot of with their corners, but it's sure worth looking at a guy with Frank's genes and direction. NFLDraftScout.com ranks Chase as the 14th corner available. Minnifield had arthroscoping knee surgery last month. He's expected to be ready for training camp, if not much sooner. the 5-10, 183-pounder had 13 interceptions in his four seasons
8. George Iloka, S, Boise State:  Has adequate speed for his size (6 feet 4, 225) and fills a glaring need in the secondary. 
Options in the Second Day (Rounds 5-7):.

1. Brandon Hardin, S, Oregon State: No team needs safety help as bad as the Vikings, so why not take a flier on a guy like Hardin? Yes, he missed all of 2011 with a broken bone in his left shoulder. But Hardin has admirable savvy, good speed and athleticism and is well suited for a zone-based system.

2. Juron Criner, WR, Arizona: Criner’s 38-inch vertical leap jump at the combine provided a glimpse into his athleticism. He has a knack for making the spectacular catch but isn’t a burner and hasn’t always shown consistent effort.

3. Michael Smith, RB, Utah State: As the Vikings continue to search for a change-of-pace back to play behind Adrian Peterson and Toby Gerhart, Smith could be a good fit and a decent late-round find thanks to his quick burst and pass-catching ability. He’s also a team-first guy.

4. Audie Cole, ILB, N.C. State: The Vikings’ coaching staff got an extended look at Cole while coaching him at the Senior Bowl in January. He’s a smart player who rarely wanders out of place. The question is whether Cole’s impressive energy is enough to compensate for his mediocre speed.

5. Tom Compton, OL, South Dakota: A former star at Rosemount High School and a four-year starter in college, Compton hopes to find a niche in the NFL with his intelligence and efficiency. He’s 6-foot-5 and 314 pounds and could provide depth to the offensive tackle position.

6. Duke Ihanacho, SS, San Jose State: With only three safeties on the roster at this point, the Vikings eventually are going to have to start restocking the safety shelf. If they wait this long to grab one, Ihanacho, an aggressive player and three-time first-team All-WAC selection, is a possibility. He's 6-foot, 213 pounds.

7. Travis Lewis, LB, Oklahoma: Linebacker is another position where more depth would be nice. Lewis (6-1, 246 pounds) led OU in tackles the last three years. And he also broke Brian Bosworth's freshman record for tackles. (And if you don't know who Brian Bosworth is, you're waaay too young). Lewis comes with a reputation of having strong instincts and anticipation, and he's fluid in coverage. He also started 51 games at OU, a school record for linebackers.

8. DeVier Posey, WR, Ohio State: He's an intriguing prospect that could turn into a steal in the later rounds. He's 6-2, 212 pounds and can be a playmaker down the field. His six 100-yard games ranks eighth in OSU history. He played only three games last year because of a suspension. Had he played a full season, he probably would be projected higher in the draft.

9. Donny Fletcher, CB, Boston College: Considered to have a strong understanding of zone concepts and a willingness to attack the run with a solid tackling ability. He's also 6-1, 199, so he's got the size that could help him against the giants of the NFC North.

10. Jaymes Brooks, OL, Virginia Tech: If the Vikings want to add depth to the o-line with their final picks, they may zero in on a pair of Virginia Tech players who have shown promise during the pre-draft process. Brooks is 6-foot-2, 310 pounds and can play both guard and center. Hokies teammate Blake DeChristopher can play both tackle and guard and reportedly has least piqued the interest of Vikings’ assistant o-line coach Ryan Silverfield.

11. Cyhl Quarels, S, Wake Forest: A big-hitting safety who is fantastic in run support, Quarels has special teams value as well. He’s big (6-1, 213 pounds) and has the skill set to flourish in a zone system.

12. D’Anton Lynn, CB, Penn State: Lynn is exactly the kind of hybrid defensive back the Vikings plan to take a long look at, a decent cornerback with the size and skills to potentially make a move to safety. He’s polished fundamentally and has a good understanding of the game.

13. Lavonn Brazill WR, Ohio: His ability to make plays on the ball give Brazill some potential value as a field-stretching deep threat. If the Vikings are still searching for receivers in Round 7, Brazill is at least worth a glance.

14. Brandon Marshall, ILB, Nevada: A starter during all four years of his college career, Marshall is a reliable tackler who plays with obvious energy and hustle.
15. Senio Kelemete, OG/OT, Washington:  Also a Senior Bowl target, Kelemete provides the positional flexibility the Vikings prefer on the line. Most comfortable at guard. 

16. Keith Tandy, CB, West Virginia:  Could be a bit raw, but Tandy has a solid frame (5-10, 199) and good athleticism. Might be best suited for zone coverage, which fits the Vikings scheme.. 

Sleepers:

1) Dale Moss, WR, South Dakota State
2) Akiem Hicks, DT, Regina
3) B.J. Coleman, QB, Tennessee-Chattanooga

4) Garrett Celek, TE, Michigan State
We really like Moss and Hicks as sleepers.  Moss is a basketball-player-turned-receiver that wowed several teams, including the Vikings, at his pro day with 4.45-second 40-yard time and 41.5-inch vertical.  Hicks has tremendous athletic ability and could become a force at the next level.
The Vikings have picks in every round this year including three picks in the fourth round and they can fill find depth needs in several areas in this draft.  Most notably, the Vikings needs are:   Offensive Tackle, Cornerback/Safety, Defensive Tackle and Wide receiver.

We will update our readers with a post-draft report after the draft.

Mink and Obey from New York

